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SKELJAR

ur ljddabokinni Kvaedabok (1955)

Vid skulum ganga sudur med sja
stiklar par aldan steinana bla
skolar hun raudum skeljum & land
grefur paer sidan i gljupan sand.

Vid skulum ganga sudur med sja
morgun og kvold pegar kyrrd er &
skeljarnar tinum sem skolast & land
baer hverfa svo fljétt i fidrunnar sand.

Paer geyma po ekki neinn glitrandi stein
og perla ei heldur er hulin par nein

paer lykjast um annad: pitt lif og pinn heim
bvi augnablikid bad byr i pbeim.

Vid skulum ganga sudur med sjd
skeljarnar sindra sandinum a
gongum og tinum og geetum pess vel
ad njota er opnast hin orlitla skel.

Hannes Pétursson (f.1931)

SEASHELLS

Let’s take a walk south along the seashore
the waves touch the blue stones

washes red seashells ashore

buries them in the porous sand.

Let’s take a walk south along the seashore

in the morning and the evening, when it is still
pick up the seashells that have washed ashore
they vanish so quickly into the sand.

They don’t carry glimmering stones

and pearls are nowhere to be found

they hold something else: your life, your world
because the moment lives within them.

Let’s take a walk south along the seashore
the seashells sparkle in the sand

let’s walk and choose and take good care
to enjoy as it opens, the tiny seashell.

tr. Egill Arni Palsson
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